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KILLING THE MESSENGER

In September 2025, at least 31 journalists and media workers were 
killed when a missile struck a building housing two newsrooms in 
Sana’a. It was one of the largest single massacres of journalists in 
modern history. Outside Yemen, it barely registered.

2025 was one of the 
deadliest years since 
INSI began recording 
journalist deaths 
more than 20 years 
ago. Yet the killings, 
often targeted, 
disrupted nothing.

Elena Cosentino 
INSI Director

Foreword from our Director

Cover Image: Relatives mourn over the body of Palestine Today 
journalist Ahmed Mansur at the Nasser Medical Complex in Khan 
Yunis on 8 April. AFP; This page: A blood-covered camera belonging 
to Palestinian photojournalist Mariam Dagga who was killed in an 
Israeli strike on the Nasser hospital in Khan Yunis on 25 August. She 
had freelanced for the AP since the start of the war. AFP

Israel claimed it was targeting 
Houthi “military” and “propaganda” 
infrastructure. Journalists were folded 
into that definition. Despite the shocking 
loss of life, no urgent diplomatic rupture 
followed. There was no sustained 
international response. The killings were 
acknowledged, processed and absorbed. 
The news cycle quickly moved on.

This non-response to a massacre was 
far from an anomaly in 2025 which 
was one of the deadliest years since 
INSI began recording journalist deaths 
more than 20 years ago. Yet the killings, 
often targeted, disrupted nothing. 

Throughout the year, journalists were 
killed in extraordinary numbers around 
the world – from Gaza to Ukraine, from 
Peru to Mexico, in Sudan, India and Iran. 
INSI’s Killing the Messenger 2025 report 
documents 168 journalists and media 
workers who died while doing their jobs. 

Most were local reporters killed by 
missiles, drones or gunfire, many in 
countries not officially at war. They were 
not accidental casualties. Many were 
clearly identified as media workers. 
Their deaths were foreseeable, and in 
many cases preventable.

Gaza blatantly showed how many 
journalists could be killed without 
altering military conduct, diplomatic 
relations or media practice. KTM 
recorded 68 journalists and media 
workers killed in Palestine in 2025, 
many directly targeted by Israel

When we put Gaza on the same graph 
as Iraq, Afghanistan, Syria and the 
Balkans and everything else shrank. 

Once deaths were adjusted for time, 
population and territory, Gaza shot 
up as a brutal outlier, a mountain 
of journalist killings unlike anything 
recorded in modern war. You can see 
the graphs on pages 21 and 23.

What made Gaza distinct was not the 
scale of the violence alone, but how 
efficiently it was absorbed. Accountability 
was deferred and responsibility will be 
diluted over time. A version of the story 
continues – just without the journalists 
who were reporting it.

Our report includes a dedicated 
investigation into the Sana’a newsroom 
strike by Laura Silvia Battaglia al-
Jalal, a journalist with long-standing 
experience in Yemen who recently 
visited the destroyed building and 
spoke to those who survived. Her 
reporting brings us face-to-face with 
what the killing of journalists means – 
fewer journalists, and witnesses, makes 
controlling the narrative easier.

The erosion of international law, 
accelerated by Israel’s conduct 
in Gaza and reinforced by the 
Trump administration’s rejection of 
international legal norms, has further 
normalised the killing of journalists.
Despite laws designed to protect 
journalists and mechanisms to 
investigate their deaths, those who 
died in 2025 lost their lives with near 
total impunity. 

This report records the names and 
faces of all those killed in 2025 across 
conflicts, protests, criminal violence 
and political repression. 
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Each name marks more than a life lost. It marks an 
investigation that ended, a set of facts that will now be 
contested without evidence. The cumulative effect is not 
abstract. It reshapes what the world is able to know.

Including their photographs resists the final erasure that 
follows death: anonymity. These images restore their 
individuality, reminding us they were not interchangeable 
units in a dangerous profession but specific people 
removed from the public record.

There is no comfort to be found here. Courage does not 
compensate for the withdrawal of protection. Memory is 
no substitute for justice. Documentation does not equal 
accountability.

This report exists because forgetting has become the 
default. Remembering requires effort, choice and 
resistance – and this is exactly what is required of us all.

This normalisation described in this report is not irreversible 
but will not correct itself. It can be disrupted only through 
sustained effort, conscious choice and active resistance. 
We must document and preserve facts when they are 
under assault; prioritise accountability over convenience 
or alignment; and resist the growing pressure to accept 
exclusion, substitution and silence as the cost of doing 
business. Where these conditions are met – collectively, 
not sporadically – the tide could be forced to turn.

Governments must investigate, prosecute and punish 
the killing of journalists, or accept responsibility for 
enabling it. Media organisations must act together to 
force access, expose unlawful restrictions and refuse to 
amplify narratives produced where independent reporting 
is deliberately obstructed or made lethal. 

International bodies must treat attacks on journalists as 
immediate warnings of wider civilian harm and respond 
with enforcement, not just “concern”.

Without effort, choice and resistance, the killing of 
journalists will continue to be absorbed, and lies will replace 
the truths journalists were killed for trying to establish. 

This report exists because forgetting has 
become the default. Remembering requires 
effort, choice and resistance – and this is 
exactly what is required of us all.

Mourners attend the funerals of Olena Gubanova 
and Yevhen Karmazin (photograph), a journalist and 
cameraman from Ukrainian TV channel FREEDOM who 
died in Kramatorsk as a result of a Russian drone attack 
on their car on 27 October. SERGEI SUPINSKY/AFP
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KILLING THE MESSENGER Know their names

Mukesh Chandrakar

Ahmad Al-Zinati

Abdul Wali Abdo Hussein 
al-Najjar

Patricio Aguilar 

Mohammed Imad 
al-Sultan 

Mohammed al-Omeisi 

Ahmed Mohamed Saleh 
Sayyidna 

Mohammed Qreiqeh 

Abdul Zahir Safi

Patrick Adonis Numbi

Javier Hércules 

Abdulqawi Mohammed 
Saleh al-Asfour 

Watson Munyaka

Ahmed Abu Eisha 

Qais Abdo Ahmed al-
Naqeeb 

Hassan Fadl Al-Mawla 
Mousa 

Marwa Musallam

Olena Hramova

Ahmed Abu Al-Rous

Ahmad Qalaja

Ali Naji Al-Shara’i

Ismael Alonzo González 

Erwin Labitad Segovia

Zuhair Ahmed Mohammed 
al-Zakri 

Hassan Aslih

Mohammed Salama

Kelvin Lameck 
Mwakangondya

Gastón Medina Sotomayor

Saleh Bairami

Essam Ahmed Murshid 
al-Hashidi 

Andrei Panov

Adam Abu Harbid

Imtiaz Mir

Gonzalo Zamora Loor

Islam Abed 

Fernando Nunez

Omar Al Dirawi

Hassan Majdi Abu Warda

Abdullah Al-Harazi

Raul Iran Villarreal 
Belmont

Melvin García

Mohammed Hamoud 
Ahmed al-Matari 

Musab al-Hattami 

Anas al-Sharif 

Ahmed Abu Mutair 

Yahya Hamad Fadlallah

Suleiman Hajjaj

Ali Mohammed Ahmed 
al-Faqih 

Magdy Abdel Rahman

Fadi Khalifa

Sami Mohammed Hussein 
al-Zaidi 

Noureddine Abdo

Hussam al-Masri

Miguel Ángel Beltrán

Calletano de Jesús 
Guerrero

Turki al-Jasser

Arif Ali Abdo al-Samhi 

Mohammed Mansour

Tamer al-Za’anin

Mohammed Alaa Al-
Sawalhi 

Ahmed Al-Helou

Ahmad Abu Aziz

Taj al-Sir Ahmed Suleiman

Óscar Gómez Agudelo 

Masoumeh Azimi

Jamal al-Adhi 

Anna Prokofieva

Ibrahim Hajjaj

Antoni Lallican

Dharmendra Singh 
Chauhan

Ayman Haniyeh 

Jorge Agustin Zapeta 
Aguilar

Tetyana Kulyk 

Ismail Abu Hatab

Mohammed Ahmed 
Mohammed al-Zakri 

Hilmi al-Faqaawi

Moamen Aliwa 

Hakan Tosun

Nour Qandil

Abdo Taher Musleh 
al-Saadi 

Hassan Al-Qishawi

Latif Baloch

Abdulaziz Al-Sheikh

Raghvendra Bajpai

Ángel Sevilla

Mohammed Ali Hamoud 
al-Dawi 

Fatma Hassona

Mohammed Noufal 

Ivan Zuev

Saed Abu Nabhan

Ismail Baddah

Abdulrahman Mohammed 
Mohammed Jaman 

Farouk Al-Zahir

Hossam al-Adlouni

Salim Abdullah Abdo 
Ahmed al-Watiri 

Yahya Sobeih

Islam al-Komi 

Yevhen Karmazin

Ahmed Al Shayyah

Moamen Abu Alouf

Amal Mohammed Ghaleb 
al-Manakhi 

Hossam Shabat

Naresh Kumar

Mohammed Al Kuaifi 

José Carlos González 
Herrera

Moaz Abu Taha 

Mohammed Wadi

Alejandro Gallegos León

Nima Rajabpour

Faris Abdo Ali al-Rumaisa 

Alexander Sirkeli

Awdah Hathaleen

Yahya Barzaq

Al-Shykh Al-Samany 
Saadaldyn Mousa Abdulla 

Rasmi Jihad Salem 

Lwesho Janvier Nyakirigo

Mustafa Tursynbayev

Mahmoud Issa Abu Shirby

Mohammed Abdo Yahya 
al-Sanfi 

Mohammed Saleh al-
Bardawil

Ibrahim Zaher 

Saleh Aljafarawi

Abdul Rahman Tawfiq 
Al-Abadla

Abbas Al-Dailami

Areej Shaheen

Yousef Al-Nakhala 

Youssef Shams Al-Din 
Al-Bahri

Mahmoud Islim Al-Basos 

Ronald Paz Pedro

Murad Halboub al-Faqih 

Juan “Johnny” Dayang

Khawar Hussain 

Noel Samar

Mohammed Al-Talmas

Samir Al-Rifai

Ali Mohammed Al-Aqel

Ibrahim Mudawi

Sari Majid Al-Shoufi

Youssef Shams al-Din 
al-Bahri 

Raúl Celis López

Mariam Abu Dagga

Mohammed al-Munirawi

Mohamed Abukar 
Mohamed

Fereshteh Bagheri

Bashir Hussein Ahsan 
Dablan 

Alexander Fedorchak

Walaa al-Jabari

Mohammed Al Daya 

Hassan Samour 

Hassan Douhan 

Rachidi Kazadi

Aziz Koyluoglu 

Khandaker Shah Alam

Lutf Ahmed Nasser 
Hadiyan 

Suresh Rajak

Asaduzzaman Tuhin

Al-Nour Suleiman

Aziz al-Hajjar

Osama Balousha 

Mitzar Castillejos

Kristian Zavala

Salomón Ordóñez Miranda

Mohammed Al-Azzi 
Ghaleb al-Harazi 

Ahmed Mansour

Mohammad al-Khaldi  

Abdul Ghafoor Abed

Khaled Abu Seif

Abdul Aziz Saleh Ahmed 
Shas 
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Mexico10

Ukraine

Russia

8

1

Syria Iran1 4

DRC Tanzania1

Pakistan

Afghanistan

Nepal

2

1

Uzbekistan1

India4

Yemen32

Somalia

Honduras1

Colombia1

Iraq1

Philippines3

2

4

Ecuador

Peru

2Guatemala

1Turkey

68

9

Palestine

Sudan

1Zimbabwe

2

3

Bangladesh

Total killed

Kristian Zavala/Mexico ©Facebook

Gaston Medina/Peru ©Facebook

JOURNALISTS KILLED
Country of death 168

1Saudi Arabia

1

3

Maryam Abu Dekka/Palestine 
©Independent Arabia

Olena Hramova/Ukraine 
©Antti Kuronen/Yle

Alnur Suleiman Alnur/Sudan 
Uncredited image

Ahmed Abu Aziz/Gaza ©Facebook

Mohammed Salama/Gaza ©Reuters
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JOURNALISTS KILLED
Country of origin
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Palestine68

Yemen32

Mexico 10

Sudan9

India, Iran, Peru, 
Russia, Ukraine

4

DRC, Pakistan, 
Philippines

3

Afghanistan, 
Bangladesh, 
Ecuador, Guatamala

2

Colombia, El Salvador, 
France, Iraq, Nepal,  
Saudi Arabia, Somalia, 
Syria, Tanzania, Turkey, 
Uzbekistan, Zimbabwe

3

On 16 September, fighters loyal to Yemen’s 
Houthis carry caskets during a funeral for 
journalists who were bombed by Israel. 
MOHAMMED HUWAIS/AFP
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JOURNALISTS KILLED
Cause of death

Missile strike

Shooting

Drone strike

Disputed*

Knife attack

Beating

Explosion

Arson

Landmine
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90

 35

 28

5

3

2

1

1

1

Other non-natural1

State execution1
*No specific cause of death was identified in the cases of Mukesh Chandrakar, 
Miguel Ángel Beltrán and Jorge Agustin Zapeta Aguila. Yahya Hamad Fadlallah 
and Mustafa Tursynbayev died in detention

Medics help Palestinian photojournalist and Reuters 
contractor Hatem Omar who was injured in Israeli strikes on 
the Nasser hospital in Khan Yunis on 25 August. At least 15 
people including four journalists died in the attack. AFP
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JOURNALISTS KILLED
impunity

Identification/legal proceedings / No identification + no legal proceedings
11 157

JOURNALISTS KILLED
Context of death

Conflict / Non-conflict

129 39

JOURNALISTS KILLED
Status in country of death

International / Local

6 162

Mourners and relatives gather around an ambulance carrying 
the coffin of Abdul Ghafoor Abid, a reporter for National Radio 
Television of Afghanistan. He died during border skirmishes 
between Pakistan and Afghanistan on 15 October. AFP
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JOURNALISTS KILLED
Deaths unrelated to conflict reporting

Corruption

Unclear

11

1

8

1

Political violence

Investigating crime

Civil unrest

Politics

12

12

Mourners march with the bodies of the Al Jazeera journalists 
who were killed on 11 August in an Israeli strike on their tent at 
the Al-Shifa hospital in Gaza City. Al Jazeera said that five of its 
journalists died in the attack. OMAR AL-QATTAA/AFP
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There is a particular kind of violence in destroying a newsroom. It is not only the killing of people, nor 
even the obliteration of a building, but the deliberate erasure of memory and record of the slow, daily 
labour of bearing witness in a place where almost everything else has already been stripped away.

the office,” he says. What he found no longer resembled 
a newsroom. “Everything was on the floor outside, rubble 
and papers. I saw people’s cars buried under the rubble.”

Witnesses and survivors, as well as videos documenting 
the immediate aftermath of the attack, show people 
thrown from shops and minibuses, bodies on fire, and 
others crushed by falling concrete. Smoke and fire were 
everywhere. It took a long time before the bodies and 
injured could be recovered, said a videographer who 
filmed the first images later released by news agencies 

But the people inside the building that day were not 
soldiers or combatants. They were editors, technicians 
and secretaries, people at desks, producing words under 
conditions few outsiders would be able to understand, let 
alone tolerate.

What burned alongside them was one of Yemen’s 
most important historical archives. The 26 September 
collection documented the country’s modern history 
across multiple eras, from the Qasimi state and Ottoman 
rule through monarchy, revolution and the decades that 
followed, including photographs, records of Yemen’s 
relations with neighbouring countries and documentation 
of international delegations and political visits. Much of 
it is now buried under rubble or reduced to ash. What 
remains is barely accessible, charred and incomplete.

“We Were Calling Their Phones and Shouting Their Names”
By Laura Silvia Battaglia al-Jalal 10/09/25

“This archive was the history of a country,” al-Khodari 
says. “It was blown away,” scattered and destroyed by the 
explosion. ‘We weren’t able to save it.”

For those who survived, the destruction did not end with 
the blast. Al-Khodari describes journalists living with 
persistent fear and disorientation, unsure whether they 
are safe anywhere, at work or away from it. “They think 
they are being targeted at any moment,” he says. Some 
no longer carry mobile phones or avoid answering calls, 
afraid of being located. Others cannot return to the site 
at all. “They saw their colleagues die in front of them,” he 
adds. “That shock stays in the head. It does not leave.”

Al-Khodari does not mince his words. “Israeli bombs 
massacred 31 journalists in cold blood. And we have not 
heard a clear or firm condemnation, nothing that restores 
our trust that there are institutions that speak on our behalf.”

His anger is composed but profound. International law, 
he notes, is explicit: journalists are civilians and targeting 
them is a war crime. Yet the response has been silence, or 
close to it. “Spilling the blood of journalists has become 
permitted,” he says. “What justifies targeting journalists?”

For Fatima, the loss remains irreducibly personal. She 
remembers how Amal stayed with her after her mother 
died, refusing to let Fatima be alone. Now she walks 
through the rubble, trying to locate a desk that no longer 
exists. “She never left me,” she says. “I left her one day, and 
this is what happened. I can’t forgive myself.”

On 10 September 2025, that violence arrived in central 
Sana’a. A series of Israeli airstrikes struck the offices of the 
26 September weekly newspaper, killing 31 journalists and 
media workers and injuring more than 130 others.

Among those killed was Amal Mohammed Ghaleb al-
Manakhi. She was not a public figure. Her face does 
not appear in death notices, obscured in line with rules 
imposed by the Houthis who govern northern Yemen. But 
her life is remembered with precision by her aunt, Fatima 
al-Daemari, who also worked at the paper as a secretary.

“I felt a great panic, fear and anxiety,” Fatima says, crying 
as she walks among the rubble of the government’s Moral 
Guidance Directorate headquarters in Sana’a, where the 
newspaper was based since its founding in 1990. “I called 
everyone. No one answered. I tried Amal. She didn’t answer.”

She describes leaving home immediately, pushing 
through traffic by bus, as smoke rose over the city, moving 
from the newspaper building to the military hospital, then 
from hospital to hospital across the capital. “We looked 
everywhere,” she says. “We didn’t find her.”

Fatima and Amal grew up in the same house. They later 
shared desks and deadlines. The newsroom was not simply 
a workplace but a shared life. Amal, she says, was diligent 
and generous, intent on improving her skills, always 
asking to be trained, always ready to help colleagues. Her 
ambition was simple and demanding at once: to do her 
work better, to learn, to progress.

The editor-in-chief of 26 September, Nassir al-Khodari, 
was at home that afternoon, preparing to leave for work. 
He lives around 500 metres from the office. “I heard a 
great explosion,” he says. At first, he assumed the building 
would be safe. “There were journalists there, cameras, 
equipment. We thought this place was safe.”

Then people in the street told him the target had been 
the newspaper itself. “I was shocked and ran quickly to 

The people inside the building that day were 
not soldiers or combatants. They were editors, 
technicians and secretaries, people at desks, 
producing words under conditions few outsiders 
would be able to understand, let alone tolerate

and asked to remain anonymous.

Inside the building, al-Khodari recalls, phones rang 
unanswered. “We were searching, calling their phones, 
shouting their names,” he says. “We couldn’t find any 
survivors.” The destruction was total. “The place I used to 
work turned into a hole. It was a massacre.”

There is a tendency, when journalists are killed in war, to 
collapse their identities into the politics of the institutions 
they work for. As in previous cases in Gaza, Lebanon and 
Iran, Israel has repeatedly failed to distinguish between 
military targets and journalists, justifying killings by 
designating media workers as terrorists or propagandists. 
Under international humanitarian law, journalists are 
civilians protected from attack, including those working 
for state-run or armed group-affiliated outlets, unless 
they take a direct part in hostilities.

After the Houthi takeover of Sana’a in September 2014, 
26 September became the official outlet of the Yemeni 
army and was produced and funded for a decade by the 
Houthi movement’s political wing, Ansar Allah. Its offices 
were seized along with much of the state.

On 10 September, the Israel Defense Forces confirmed 
the strikes, saying on X that they had hit “military targets” in 
Sana’a, including the “Houthi public relations department”, 
which it accused of distributing “psychological terror”.

Nassir al-Khodari 
©Laura Silvia 
Battaglia al-Jalal

Fatima al-Daemari ©Laura Silvia Battaglia al-Jalal

Mourners carry caskets during a funeral for journalists killed 
in an Israeli airstrike. ©MOHAMMED HUWAIS/AFP
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deathS IN major world conflicts
JOURNALISTS KILLED

Raw totals don’t tell the full story. Wars last different lengths of time, are covered differently, and journalists 
face different risks depending on how conflict is fought. What distinguishes Gaza is not just the total 
number, but the speed and concentration of journalist killings in such a small place over a short time. 
Conflicts like Iraq and Afghanistan unfolded over decades. Gaza’s toll has accumulated in a matter of 
months. More journalists are being killed in a smaller, more crowded place, over a shorter period, than in 
any comparable conflict 

Journalists killed Journalists killed Journalists killed Journalists killed

Duration (years) Duration (years) Duration (years) Duration (years)

GAZA IRAQ SYRIA YUGOSLAV WARS

Conflict duration is anchored to United Nations actions such as Security Council resolutions, UN peacekeeping or political missions, UN humanitarian system activation or Secretary-General reporting, rather than military or political timelines.
Journalist fatality figures are drawn from INSI’s Killing the Messenger reports, the Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ) and, for the former Yugoslavia, where neither INSI nor the CPJ have consolidated totals, from the Freedom Forum.
Afghanistan: The UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA), established by Security Council Resolution 1401 (2002), remained operational until August 2021.
Syria: While the intensity of hostilities varied over time and across regions, the United Nations continues to treat Syria as an ongoing non-international armed conflict.
Population figures were taken from United Nations Trade & Development (UN CTAD), using population estimates at the start of each conflict. Geographic area figures were sourced from UN data and the Encyclopedia Britannica.
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deathS PER MILLION OF POPULATION number of deaths per 10 km2
JOURNALISTS KILLED JOURNALISTS KILLED

 0

 5.0

 6.0

 4.0

 3.0

 2.0

 1.0

6.19

0.004 0.0009 0.006 0.005

Journalists killed Journalists killed Journalists killed Journalists killed

Area (km²) Area (km²) Area (km²) Area (km²)

GAZA IRAQ SYRIA YUGOSLAV WARS
 226  228  125  150

 365  435,052  185,180  255,804 

Journalists killed

Area (km²)

AFGHANISTAN
 76

 0

 100

 80

 60

 40

 20

102.7

6.5
3.2 5.5 6.3

Journalists killed Journalists killed Journalists killed Journalists killed

Population (m) Population (m) Population (m) Population (m)

GAZA IRAQ SYRIA YUGOSLAV WARS
 226  228  125  150

 2.2  26.8  22.9  23.8

Journalists killed

Population (m)

AFGHANISTAN
 76

 20.3  652,864

DE
AT

HS
 P

ER
 M

IL
LI

ON
 O

F 
PO

PU
LA

TI
ON

NU
M

BE
R 

OF
 D

EA
TH

S 
PE

R 
10

 K
M

2



25 INTERNATIONAL NEWS SAFETY INSTITUTE KILLING THE MESSENGER 2025 26

IN MEMORY OF

Nick Mosdell

INSI dedicates Killing the Messenger 2025 
to our friend Nick Mosdell who curated this 

vital record for more than 20 years.
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Journalists work on the roof of a residential 
building in Tehran that was hit in an Israeli 
missile on 25 June. ATTA KENARE/AFP


